Cutaneous mastocytosis after autologous bone marrow transplantation.
A 41-year-old male patient developed cutaneous mastocytosis 3 months after autologous bone marrow transplantation (ABMT). The ABMT was performed as part of consolidation treatment for a high-grade malignant non-Hodgkin's lymphoma. There was no evidence for systemic mastocytosis. Recurrence of the lymphoma could not be shown. Mast cell proliferation frequently coexists with dysplastic and neoplastic disorders of myeloid and, more rarely, of lymphoid cells. Mast cells are growth factor responsive and ultimately originate from the pluripotent hematopoietic stem cell. After autologous bone marrow transplantation, hematological reconstitution may in rare cases lead to an abnormal proliferation of mast cells possibly due to unbalanced production of growth factors.